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Have you ever been lost? I'm sure nearly everyone has had that experience at some time.

My earliest memory was when I was a toddler, shopping with my mother in the old Woolworth's
store in Stockport. In those days all the goods for sale were laid out on high counters
arranged in a rectangular fashion. I remember looking around and suddenly realising my mother
was nowhere to be seen. In fact, she was just around the corner of the counter, and very soon
found me - but T still have a clear memory of that brief moment of panic even now, - and
learned a lesson not to wander off (but not very well, according to Rosie !)

Another significant memory is of getting lost when hill walking in Norway with college friends.
We had decided to climb the ridge of hills between one fjord and the neighbouring one, where
we would be picked up and transported back to our Youth Hostel.

All went well until, after a demanding climb, we reached the summit, where the path split into
two. It was only then that we discovered the route we were following did not match with the
actual landscape. We then realised the map we had borrowed was drawn up for skiers in winter
and the 'paths’ we were following were ski tracks. We still had a long way to go to our
rendezvous point, and a wrong choice would leave us stranded without transport. By resorting
afresh to basic map reading and compass direction, we eventually got back on track, and tired
and weary, reached our pick-up point. The lesson here was - make sure your guidance is fit for
purpose, and that you really understand it.

It also helps if you have a good sense of direction. I was always fairly confident of my
competence in this respect; that is, until I visited Australia, on my first experience of the
Southern Hemisphere. It was only then that I realised my sense of direction is closely related
to where the sun is positioned in the sky. In the UK, it is generally in the south, whereas in the
Southern Hemisphere it is in the north. I still have a problem, when looking at a photograph of
Sydney Harbour Bridge, in deciding whether the view is looking seawards or in the inland
direction!

I'm certainly not alone in this regard. When I was working, a colleague from our South African
office was visiting us. While he was here, he had to make a visit to a client in Leeds. So he set
off from Stockport on what was a straightforward motorway journey. It was only when he saw
motorway signs for Warrington that he realised he was travelling West and not East. He did
eventually get to Leeds, somewhat embarrassed.

I suppose the message is - sometimes our inbuilt compass can lead us astray, and what we are
used to may not always be right.

It all goes to show there are different ways to getting lost, but whatever the cause, it can be
deeply disturbing.

Feeling lost is one aspect of anxiety; not knowing what to do, which way to turn. Sadly, anxiety
has become an increasing problem for many as the current Coronavirus continues to impact on
our lives. We have seen it especially in the last few weeks as the exam results system has
resulted in severe mental stress amongst teenagers planning their next steps in education or
work.



Meanwhile the recurring outbreaks of the disease have been a continuing source of concern
for all of us, especially for the more vulnerable members of society. When you factor in the
longer term prospects for the economy, the outlook looks bleak.

Generally, people feel restricted, confined, and worried about what the future holds for
them and their families. In ftruth, life inevitably throws up its problems at one time or
another, but the current frequency and intensity is what is taking its toll.

However, when we personally experience times like this, we can remind ourselves of Jesus’
words to His followers:- ‘Come unto me all who are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.’
What He is telling us is that if we put our trust in Him, lay aside the burden of our worry and
anxiety, the path ahead will become clearer and our stress diminished. Anxiety is worrying
about the daily decisions we have to make in life and worry of itself does not improve the
situation. Instead, it can drain us of our energy. Putting our trust in God enables us to put
our concerns on one side, and allow the way ahead to become clearer.

For Jesus is the one who loves us, and will find us when we are lost.
He can be the source of reliable guidance - often through the actions of someone we know.
He is the sun, who gives us our sense of direction.

He is our ‘Compass Point’, and, for us at Stockport Sunday School, that is a place where we
can share together in worship and fellowship and support each other. So let us hope and pray
the day will come soon when we can return to our normal activities together.

In the meantime, may the words of the old, familiar hymn, encourage us:-

Through the night of doubt and sorrow
Onward goes the pilgrim band.
Singing songs of expectation,
Marching to the promised land.

Clear before us in the darkness,
Gleams and burns the guiding light.
Brother clasps the hand of brother,
Stepping fearless through the night.
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THANK YOU

». Joyce D would like to say a big thank you to everyone who sent her

R ‘3 birthday cards and good wishes. She had a great day down in Brixham,

S e /} NOT FRANCE ®. Hope to see you all as soon as we are allowed. Thank
\ you once again Joyce xx




HAPPY BIRTHDAY
We wish 'Happy Birthday' this month to:-

Cath Brown on 2™ September
Janet Moore on 7™ September
Garth Higgins on 17™ September

Walter Stead on 3™ October
Elizabeth Keeling on 6™ October

Lancashire Hill Sunday School

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Happy Birthday to:
Pam Bowden - 3rd September
Pat Mellor - 9th September
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FUTURE ZOOM SERVICES

The next dates for our Zoom services are:-
September 13™- Garth Higgins
September 27™ - Judith Higgins



ZOOM SERVICES

ZOOM SERVICE, AUGUST 2"° 2020

In his service of August 2", Stuart looked back at some of the things that had happened
in the last year.

The first photograph he showed us was the damaged Toddbrook §

Dam that had threatened to release 300 million gallons of water = §
that would have destroyed Whaley Bridge. Thanks to the prompt |
action of engineers and the RAF, the disaster was averted. s
Today, the dam has been strengthened but the work is still g
onhgoing.

Next, Stuart showed us a photograph of fwo astronauts who had
blasted off to visit the space station on May 13™ These men
were due to splash down at 7.30pm (on August 2™) on their
return to earth. They would be the
first men since 1975 to land in the sea.
More recent astronauts have returned
to earth by space shuttle that lands on
an air strip like a plane. We also saw a picture of the Apollo 11
astronauts and saw how space suits had changed over the years.

This week saw the announcement of fwo unique events. Boeing announced that they will
stop production of Boeing 747 the original jumbo jet which started to carry passengers in
the seventies and during its lifetime carried 3 1/2 million passengers. This is the end of
the wide bodied jet plane. We saw a picture of a 1909 biplane from which they had
developed.

Argos has also announced that they will stop printing their catalogues due to people moving
to online shopping. Stuart showed us some products that had appeared in the catalogues
over the years. Argos has produced over a billion copies since it started. A number only
beaten by the Bible for the number of homes it could be found in.

Jayne read the passage from Matthew 14, the feeding of the five thousand. How did
Jesus do that? He took what was offered, the loaves and fishes of a boy's lunch and used
them to feed everyone. God will provide for our needs. If we offer Him our lives, He will
use them for His purpose. He doesn't always tell us how o do things. If we have faith and
listen o His word He will guide us. Without His help, mankind would not have developed
and invented new things.

Covid has changed the way we live our lives. Maybe it will make us value and appreciate
other people more.



STAMPS

Early on in lockdown, Margaret Forster sent off a large parcel of stamps fo The Leprosy
Mission, and she has received a thank you letter from them detailing how the stamps help.

The following is an extract from the letter:-

"It's hard to believe that used stamps can help transform the life of someone affected by
leprosy. The fact is they can!

% By donating your stamps, you have been part of bringing
transformation to the lives of people like Imad, ... who has been
" able to learn farming skills to grow yams, which will provide vital
nutrients to feed him and his family.

. Thanks to your kindness, you are g
; d enabling people affected by leprosy to

access the cure they need and the resources they require to g

have a fuller life.

People like Umma, ... who have been able to access clean Water'f;f
from pipes for cooking, cleaning and drinking.

Thank you again for supporting our work.
We would be grateful if you could continue to collect any of the following items please:

- Stamps of all descriptions (6B and Foreign)
- Coins & Bank notes

- Cigarette Cards

- Postcards

- Medals etc”

Please continue to collect your stamps for Margaret, until we can meet again for this
worthy cause.

KNIT 'N' NATTER

BOWLING CLUB

' . The ladies of the Knit 'N' Natter group
About fifteen members are meeting are missing the meetings at Compass
up for about an hour's bowling on the Point. Some of them have arranged to
green each Saturday. meet together in a room at a Social Club
in Hazel Grove until we re-open.




SHOE BOXES

Things are very different this year because of Covid 19 but we hope that many of you will still
be able to fill a shoe box for Teams 4 U. Sunday School members need to take their boxes to
St Georges Church this year.

On Sunday September 13™ ready covered shoe boxes will be placed around the font at the rear
of St Georges. If you would like to use one of these you can collect one after 13th September
on a WEDNESDAY or SUNDAY between 1lam and 12noon. The boxes will already be labelled
BOY or GIRL, so please pick up the type you want to fill. When you return the box, please
indicate the age of the child it is for on this label.

The boxes will already contain a rubber band to put round your filled box, a leaflet about T4U
and a white sticker on which you are asked to write the date on which you return the box (as
Covid precaution, boxes will not be handled for 3 days after return).

If you cannot complete a box but would like to donate items there will be a box near the font
for items which will be put into shoe boxes.

If you are covering your own, don't forget to write boy or girl and age on the lid and also state
the date on which you are delivering the box.

ALL BOXES MUST BE DELIVERED TO ST GEORGES (on a Wednesday or a Sunday between
11am and 12noon) BY SUNDAY 1°T NOVEMBER.

If you are unable to return your completed box or individual items to St Georges, please ring
Judith Higgins on 0161 285 0089 by Monday 26™ October and we will arrange to pick it up and
deliver it for you.

Some ideas for what to put in boxes, suggested by T4U:-

ﬁ)‘ Practical Supplies w

Toothbrush and toothpaste
Hairbrush / comb
Facecloth & Soap

Stationery / pens / pencils / paper
Gloves / hats / scarves
Stationery packs
Craft pack
Sewing kit

A Few Small Gifts

Soft toy
Ball
Game
Puzzle
Bubbles
Musical instrument ie harmonica / recorder
A photo of yourself
In the past, some members have provided Margaret Forster with extra handmade items like
knitted hats and scarves or shoe bags fo put into boxes. If you are still making them, Margaret
would still like fo receive them or any other individual items for boxes.

Margaret will still make up boxes for people unable to do so themselves. If you have items or
would like Margaret to make up a box for you, please contact her on 0161 432 2171.



MOUNTAIN MEMORTIES

It's so hard to climb hills when you're old.
You feel timid and not very bold.
Your hips start to squeak
and your knees always creak,
and you're not a great sight to behold!

Up Helvellyn I once used to climb,
there was Kinder and Snowdon divine,
‘Thou I may find it shocking
my knees are a-knocking
as I walk up the steep drive to Lymel

So, I think I'll give Cader a crack
with stout boots and rucsac on my back.
What's that noise that is sounding?
My heart is a-pounding
and of energy there is a lack!

But I know that in years long ago
up the mountains and hills T would go.
I oft climbed to the summit,
T've triumphed, I've done it!

So ..... now enjoy walks down below!

Margaret Morris-Jones

Thank you, Margaret, for submitting your different interesting pieces for the Newsletters,
people really enjoy reading them, and we very much look forward to reading more from you.

We are very grateful to everyone who has sent in items fo be included in our Newsletters,
everybody is welcome to submit items, it can be anything really that you think other readers
may enjoy: it can be, but doesn't have to be, religious - it could be something you have
written, an inferesting anecdote, a bit of history, a memory, your favourite hymn, poem,
song or author, information about something others may like to know about, a puzzle,
anything that you think would be of interest. Please email items to kl.higgins@ntlworld.com
or post to 11A Fortescue Road, Offerton, Stockport, Cheshire SK2 5DW.



Creamy pancetta pasta with mushrooms

Serves 4

600g pappardelle pasta

100g-200g cubed pancetta

175g chestnut mushrooms, wiped and finely sliced
225ml double cream

75g grated Parmesan cheese

Freshly ground black pepper

Cook the pasta according to the packet instructions.

Meanwhile put the pancetta in a medium pan over a medium to high heat. When it starts to go
brown, add the mushrooms and cook for about 2-3 minutes, then add the double cream. Once the
cream is hot, add the parmesan and stir together well.

Once pasta is cooked, drain and then return to the pan. Add the creamy mixture and stir well through.
Season with some black pepper. Serve hot with a green salad.
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The following are taken from The Parish Pump.

HYMN: The story behind .. JUST AS I AM

The hymn 'Just As T Am' must be one of the most famous in the world. It has been sung by
tens of millions of Christians at Billy Graham Crusades the world over, just for starters! Yet
it was not written by a professional who was ‘aiming’ at a specific market, as many songs
seem to be written today. Instead, it was written by an artist in Victorian times.

Her name was Charlotte Elliott, and she was born in Clapham in 1789. She grew up in a well to
do home, and became a portrait artist and also a writer of humorous verse. All was well until
Charlotte fell ill in her early 30s, and slid into a black depression. A minister, Dr Caesar
Malan of Switzerland, came to visit her. Instead of sympathising, he asked her an
unexpected question: did she have peace with God? Charlotte deeply resented the question
and told him to mind his own business.



But after he left, his question haunted her. Did she have peace with God? She knew that
she did not, that she had done some very wrong things. So, she invited Dr Malan to return.
She told him that she would like to become a Christian, but would have to sort out her life
first.

Dr Malan again said the unexpected: "Come just as you are.” The words were a revelation to
Charlotte. She had assumed that she would have to put her life in order before she could
hope to be accepted by God. Instead, she realised that Jesus wanted her just as she was -
and He would take care of the sin. Charlotte became a Christian that day.

14 years later, in 1836, Charlotte wrote some verses that summed up how it had been
between her and Jesus that day. They ran:

Just as I am, without one plea,
But that thy blood was shed for me,
And that thou bids't me come to Thee
O Lamb of God, I come! I come!

Just as I am, tho tossed about
With many a conflict, many a doubt
Fightings within, and fears without,

O Lamb of God, I come! I come!

Charlotte could not have dreamed that 150 years into the future, her verses would be sung
by millions of people all over the world, as they responded to the Gospel presented at many
great Billy Graham crusades, and made their way forward fo do just as the hymn describes -
to come to Jesus Christ, despite sin and fear and doubts, to come ‘just as T am.’

ST BIRINUS - APOSTLE OF WESSEX. DIED 650

Did you ever feel that God was calling you to do something big for Him, even though you
were not quite sure of the details? If so, Birinus is the saint for you.

He was a French Benedictine monk who in 634 was made a bishop at Genoa, and sent by
Pope Honorius 1 to extend the evangelisation of England. (Augustine had arrived in
Canterbury about 35 years before.)

Birinus landed at Hamwic, near Southampton. His original plan was to evangelise Wessex
and then penetrate up into the Midlands, where no preacher had ever yet reached. But
Birinus soon found the West Saxons so pagan that he decided fo concentrate just on
them.

Birinus had little to help him become the apostle to Wessex. So, he simply used what he
did have: his own two feet and his voice. He wandered around preaching at every
opportunity, frusting in God to help him. And He did: Birinus became known and respected,
and soon a big breakthrough occurred: for political reasons the King of Wessex, Cynegils,
wanted to convert to Christianity, and he asked Birinus to help him.

So Birinus instructed and baptised King Cynegils, who was then able o marry the Christian
king of Northumbria's daughter, Cyneburg, and in due course Birinus baptised their family
as well.



ST BIRINUS - APOSTLE OF WESSEX. DIED 650 CONTINUED

In return, Cynegils gave Birinus the town of Dorchester (upon Thames) to be his diocesan
see. It was a perfect location: a Romano-British town right on a road and a river, in the
midst of a populated area.

During his 15 years as Bishop of Dorchester, Birinus &8
baptised many people and built churches all over the &
area, with the king's blessing. '

Before he died in 650, Birinus dedicated a church at g
Winchester. It was a glimpse of the future: for [
Winchester's growing importance made it inevitable j&
that in time it would also become the ecclesiastical B
centre of the kingdom. :

Winchester Cathedral

PSALM 23 - A PSALM FOR THE PANDEMIC

There are few psalms as personal and real as Psalm 23. It records David's experience of
God as his Shepherd going through dark times. In the midst of the effects of a global
pandemic, this psalm speaks to the fears that can overwhelm us.

He Knows Me: The Lord is my shepherd..’” Just as a good shepherd knows every sheep in
his flock, so God knows each one of us intimately.

He Provides for Me: 'He makes me lie down in green pastures..’ Just as the shepherd
knows the needs of his sheep, so God will provide what we need in our lives and
circumstances.

He Guides Me: 'He guides me along the right paths..” Just as the shepherd leads the sheep
to the best pastures, so God provides the best for us, as we listen and follow Him.

He Protects Me: Even though I walk through the darkest valley.." Just as the sheep have
no need to fear danger when following the shepherd, so we live knowing God's presence and
protection.

He Comforts Me: 'your rod and your staff, they comfort me.” As the shepherds rod
defends the sheep, and the staff enables him to control the sheep, so God comforts us
through His Word and discipline.

The final verses of the psalm (v5-6) offer the security of
knowing that our lives are in His hands, even through death,
as He leads us to the home we've been looking for all our
lives.

Some years ago, a great actor was asked to recite Psalm 23,
but asked one of the other guests to do the same. His
remarkable rendition was followed by the other man, an old-
er Christian speaking from the heart. Afterwards the actor
said: ‘The difference between us is that I know the psalm,
but he knows the shepherd.’



OBERAMMERGAU

Oberammergau is a small village in Bavaria, Germany. When in 1633 bubonic plague was
sweeping through Europe, a man travelling back home to Oberammergau for Christmas
brought the plague with him. It spread throughout the village. According to local
tradition, a vow was made that if God would spare them, the villagers would perform a play
depicting the life and passion of Jesus Christ every ten years. The village was saved from
all effects of the plague and the villagers kept their word and first performed the Passion
Play in 1634. It has since been performed every ten years. (The 2020 Play has been
rescheduled for May 2022, due to the pandemic)

Death stalked the streets in the Bavarian village
As the plague brought havoc, death and despair,
Europe was ravaged as millions died,
Neither man or woman or child was spared.

They gathered together in desperation
A vow was given - if they could be saved
A play would be made of the Saviour's life
This was the promise the villagers gave.

Miracle of miracles their village survived,
Not one more death their lives had been saved,
So every ten years this Play is performed
To honour the God who had come to their aid.

Prayers were made and the answer came
A heavenly lesson we too can own,
That He who dwells in ineffable light
TIs also the One who brings blessings down.

By Megan Carter

A Christian is never in a state of completion but always in a process of becoming.
Martin Luther
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God doesn't want our success; He wants us. He doesn't demand our achievements; He demands our
obedience.

Charles Colson

N7 o, S 0 (NN,



JUST FOR A LAUGH

BODY PARTS

A doctor in our village surgery often plays a game with his younger patients to put them at
ease, and to test their knowledge of body parts. And so it was that one day, while pointing to
my young son's ear, the doctor asked him solemnly, "Is this your nose?"

Alarmed, my son glanced over to me and said softly: "Mum, I think we'd better find a new
III

doctor!

xx

KEEP_YOUR DISTANCE!

I never thought the comment, "I wouldn't touch you with a six-foot pole" would become
national policy, but here we are!

xx

ALL IN A NAME

I'm dyslexic, and recently attended a Zoom conference about the disorder with a friend. The
speakers asked us to share a personal experience with the group. I fold them stress
aggravates my condition, in which I reverse words and letters when I'm tense. When I
finished speaking, my friend blurted out, "Now I know why you named your daughter Hannah!"

xx

WHAT AM T?

A teacher gave her young class a lesson on Zoom on the magnet and what it does. The next
day in a short test, she included this question: "My full name has six letters. The first one is
M. I am strong and attractive. I pick up lots of things. What am I?"

When the answers were sent in, the teacher was astonished to find that more than half her
students had answered the question with the word: "Mother."

xx

The bishops had formed a
'support bubble' all on their own.

"But did they plough the fields
and scatter at a safe distance?"
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WORDSEARCH

Can you find in this grid the words shown in BOLD CAPITALS in the Bible
passage below? The words can be found in any direction.

The CHURCH gives THANKS for ANGELS
in September: the 29™ is the FEAST day of
MICHAEL and ALL Angels. Since the days
of GENESIS, these MESSENGERS of 6OD
have been SENT many times to INTERVENE
for the good in human affairs. Angels
guarded the GARDEN of EDEN, they led
LOT away from Gomorrah, they helped
GIDEON, they stopped BALAAM, they
closed the MOUTHS of LIONS for
DANIEL, and, most important, the
ARCHANGEL Gabriel was sent to tell Mary
that she would mother the Messiah. Angels
sat in the empty fomb of Jesus, and told of
His Resurrection. Revelation is teaming with
angels, sent on all sorts of missions by God in
the last times. Today, many Christians in
the world's hot spots report having had
angels help them when in mortal danger-.
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Down

1 Rough drawing (2 Kings 16:10) (6)

2 See 24 Across

3 Underground literature (including
Christian books) circulated in the Sovi-
et Union (8)

4 Lo, mash (anag.) (6)

5  The Bible's shortest verse: 'Jesus —

' (John 11:35) (4)

6  'Can a mother forget the baby at her —
and have no compassion on the child she
has borne?' (Isaiah 49:15) (6)

7  Can be seen in a dying fire (Psalm
102:3) (6)

12 'Send me, therefore, a man... experi-
enced in the — of engraving, to work in
Judah and Jerusalem’' (2 Chronicles
2:7) (3)

14  Second city of Cyprus (8)

15  United Nations Association (1,1,1)

16 One of the women who first heard that
Jesus had risen from the dead (Mark
16:1) (6)

17 Braved (anag.) (6)

18 — of Evangelism, outreach initiative in
the 1990s (6)

20 'Woe to those who are wise in their own
eyes and — in their own sight’ (Isaiah
5:21) (6)

21 21 'Neither — nor depth... will be able
o separate us from the love of
God' (Romans 8:39) (6)

23 What Jesus shed in 5 Down (4)

CROSSWORD

Across

8

9

10

13

16

19

22

24

25

Where the Ark of the Covenant was
kept for 20 years (1 Samuel 7:1) (7,6)

One of the parts of the body on which
blood and oil were put in the ritual

cleansing from infectious skin diseas-
es (Leviticus 14:14-17) (3)

Uncomfortable (3,2,4) 11'Yet I have
loved Jacob, but Esau I have —
" (Malachi 1:3) (b)

Where Paul said farewell to the el-
ders of the church in Ephesus (Acts
20:17) (7)

‘Jesus bent down and — fo write on
the ground with his finger' (John 8:6)
(7)

Prophet from Moresheth (Jeremiah
26:18) (B)

Comes between Exodus and Numbers
9)

And 2 Down 'Then Elkanah went home
to Ramah, but the boy ministered be-
fore the Lord under - the - ' (1 Samuel
2:11) (3,6)

There was no room for them in the inn
(Luke 2:7) (4,3,6)
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WHO AM 1!
. Paul
. Luke
o  Elizabeth
. Hagar
. Rachel
. Lot
. Titus
. Simon

ANSWERS FROM LAST NEWSLETTER

FIND THE FISH

-

L

Ava Gardner
Doris Day
Elizabeth Taylor
Grace Kelly
Greta Garbo
Ingrid Bergman
Joan Crawford
Lauren Bacall
Rita Hayworth
Vivien Leigh

Spare Word = Garland
NAME OF THE GAME ANSWERS

kxﬂf
“00
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IT'S A PUZZLE!
Blood
Frogs
Gnats
Flies

Disease
Plague
Hail
Locusts

Darkness

FIND THE MISSING
HUSBANDS!

Mary and Joseph
Sarah and Abraham
Ruth and Boaz
Rebekah and Isaac
Rachel and Jacob
Elizabeth and Zechariah
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